October 26, 2007

PELCO 

WORLDWIDE HEADQUARTERS

Human Resources Department

3500 Pelco Way

Clovis, CA  93612

Dear Madame/Sir,

It is my pleasure to introduce you to the Virtual Enterprise Program at Roosevelt High School, in Fresno, California.    

As a part of the International Virtual Enterprise network, students run a "virtual" model business of their own choosing. Students create a product or service, produce a business plan, establish departments with appropriate personnel and manage the day-to-day operations, marketing to other enterprises around the world. Students fill staff and management positions in the company learning essential business and entrepreneurial skills, information processing, and gain an understanding of the global economy.   They will no longer be coming to class; they will be coming to work!  They even purchase company shirts to be worn once a week on company "dress" day and at all VE events.

Participation in Trade Fairs with other Virtual Enterprise students is a highlight of the class.   At Trade Fairs, students set up a real trade fair booth to market their product or service to attendees.  In addition, there are numerous competitions including best marketing plan, best newsletter, best response to human resource scenarios, best salesmanship, etc.   It is an incredible learning experience for participants.

This year we will have the opportunity to attend trade fairs in Bakersfield, San Francisco and possibly others in California and New York. 

In addition to Trade Fairs students have been trained as management team members at a training held at West Hills College in September.  Professors and business professionals trained students in various areas of business.  Those students who attended then trained their colleagues back in the office.  

Obviously there is significant cost for students to attend all these events.  First, understand that there is NO requirement for students to attend any function outside of school.  However, their educational experience is certainly much greater with at least some involvement in these opportunities.  Some experiences such as the management training and the Bakersfield Trade Fair will be free to all students.  For other events, students will have many opportunities to fundraise throughout the year.   

To raise funds to support these important events, Virtual Enterprise runs a photography service for sports teams, dances, all home games, and rallies.  Pictures are sold to students at a reduced cost – while the “business” still makes a modest profit ; students are also collecting old cell phones and empty ink cartridges (the type which can fit in the palm of your hand) for fundraising.  If your company or employees would save their empty cartridges for us or donate their old cell phones we would greatly appreciate it. Other ideas will be generated by the students.  

We are also searching for corporate sponsors for our class.  If you or your company might be interested in contributing to this business class, we will be happy to have a team of students speak with you or your employees about the class.

We also would be privileged to invite you to our classroom.  Our Human Resource Department needs help with their Employee Manual and with preparing for the competition involving the Human Resource scenarios and the Employee Manual.  If one of the members of your department could  spare an hour or two to come to the classroom and help us prepare it would be so appreciated.  Our class meets everyday, Tuesday – Friday 11:59 – 1:33 PM.  We also meet on Monday’s from 11:43 to 1:12.

Another opportunity is membership on our Business Advisory Board.  We would welcome your involvement in helping educate our students for the 21st century work world.  If you are interested or would like more information, please contact me at 559.246.0297 or via email at rlykng@msn.com.

Hopefully you now understand more about the incredible class our students are involved in.  Should you ever have any questions please call or email me.  I will be happy to talk with you.  

Sincerely,

Linda Jean Voth, VE coordinator

Roosevelt High School

2450 East Tulare Avenue

Fresno, CA  93702-3099

559.246.0297 cell

559.253.5311 classroom

559.325.7380 home

rlykng@msn.com

The following is a list of possible trade fairs for this school year.  

Bakersfield, CA

November 29 

San Diego, CA

TBD (1st week of February)

San Francisco, CA
March 13th

Long Beach, CA

March 29th

New York City, NY
March 29 and 30

Anaheim, CA

TBD in April or May

