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Dear Parents:

It is my pleasure to have your son or daughter in my Virtual Enterprise business class this year.  I wanted to give you a short introduction to the class with some important information.  I will look forward to giving you more detailed information at Back to School night on October 5.  Please plan on joining us then.

As a part of the International Virtual Enterprise network, students run a "virtual" model business of their own choosing. Students create a product or service, produce a business plan, establish departments with appropriate personnel and manage the day-to-day operations, marketing to other enterprises around the world. Students fill staff and management positions in the company learning essential business and entrepreneurial skills, information processing, and gain an understanding of the global economy.   They will no longer be coming to class, they will be coming to work!  They will even purchase company shirts to be worn once a week on company "dress" day and at all VE events.

Participation in Trade Fairs with other virtual enterprise students is a highlight of the class.   At Trade Fairs, students set up a real trade fair booth to market their product or service to attendees.  In addition, there are numerous competitions including best marketing plan, best newsletter, best response to human resource scenarios, best salesmanship, etc.   It is an incredible learning experience for participants.

This year we will have the opportunity to attend trade fairs in Bakersfield, Long Beach, San Francisco and possibly others in California and on the East Coast and even Hong Kong for the Advanced Virtual Enterprise students.  

In addition to Trade Fairs, there will be a student training for management team members on October 13th at Solano Community College.  Professors and business professionals will be training students in various areas of business.  Those students attending will then train their colleagues back in the office.  The Advanced class will also experience a corporate teambuilding day at UC Berkeley on September 20.

Obviously there is significant cost for students to attend all these events.  First, understand that there is NO requirement for students to attend any function outside of school.  However, their educational experience will certainly be much greater with at least some involvement in these opportunities.  Some experiences such as the management training, teambuilding day, and the San Francisco Trade Fair will be free to all students.  For other events, students will have many opportunities to fundraise throughout the year.   Virtual Enterprise runs the basketball concession stand for all home games; students are planning a BBQ for Back-to-School night; and other ideas will be generated by the students.  We will also search for corporate sponsors for our class.  If you or your company might be interested in contributing to this business class, we will be happy to have a team of students speak with you or your employer about the class.

Another opportunity is membership on our Business Advisory Board.  We would welcome your involvement in helping educate our students for the 21st century work world.  If you are interested or would like more information, please contact me at 707-748-2963 or via email at farinap@benicia.k12.ca.us.

Hopefully you now understand more about the incredible class your son or daughter is involved in.  Should you ever have any questions or concerns please call or email me.  I will be happy to talk with you.  

Sincerely,

Polly Farina, VE coordinator
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The following is a list of possible trade fairs for this school year.  Please circle which (if any) trade fairs you might allow your son or daughter to attend.  This is only for planning purposes and does not commit your son or daughter.

Bakersfield, CA

November 29 

San Diego, CA

TBD (1st week of February)

San Francisco, CA
March 13th

Long Beach, CA

March 29th

New York City, NY
March 29 and 30

Anaheim, CA

TBD in April or May

Hong Kong


TBD -- probably in March

Student Name: 

_____________________________________________________
