Trade Fair Personal Items - Great Question from Hollie!
Hello Friends! When I get great questions from our newer teachers, like this one from Hollie, I like to pass them along.. 

Hi Janet,
 

Do you happen to have a list of personal items that students should pack for the trade show trip?
 

Thanks, Hollie

Hi Hollie –  First of all, if any of our VE Vets want to weigh in on this question, I will pass your advice along to all.

Student Personal Items to Pack

Girls  - other than their personal toiletries, girls should bring  1 towel or 2 if they plan to swim – reason ?  There will be 4 girls in a room sharing a bathroom –  there are NEVER going to be more than 1 bath towel per person, (girls use an additional for their hair or the pool), and perhaps they might want to bring their own hair dryer, curling iron etc.  When we take over a hotel like we do the Marriott, there is no way the hotel can supply enough additional towels.   4 girls trying to get ready in the morning is tough in 1 bathroom.  If there is a pool/Jacuzzi where you are going to be, they will want a swim suit.  Also make sure that in each room there is a student with a phone that can set an alarm for morning….

Guys – Again, personal toiletries.  Then between you and me Mollie – until I traveled with students, I never knew that when you have a room with 4 guys and 2 queen beds, 2 guys will always sleep on the floor.  2 girls will share a bed, but guys no.  So you might mention to the guys that if they want to bring a couple of sleeping bags per room, just in case….. It’s a guy thing….. Talk to the guys about having a way to keep their slacks packed neatly.  

Suggestion for all:

You might have students bring in their company shirts, clean and pressed,  on hangers and keep them in a couple of garment bags, guys tend to just stuff their clothes into a backpack.  There are irons in the rooms, but  what guy is going to use it….

Planning for food:

I don’t know where you are staying or if you are participating in any of the day 1 oral competitions, because if you are staying elsewhere and you have oral comps, then everyone needs to be ready to go at the same time on morning 1.  As far as feeding kids, we fast food over and back, do the John’s Incredible Pizza night 1.  Day 2 morning, if time is an issue, I brought Costco muffins, fruit, and juice with me.  I called each of the rooms at 6:30 am and had them come to my room to get their food.  I at least knew they were up….  On day 2 there will be concessions open in the trading area, and I think Nancy is arranging $5.00 grab bags for lunch in the lobby.  You might check with her on that. We had them last year.  When the trade fair is over we get on the bus about 2 , we stop at the fast food corner on California, just before getting back on the freeway.  There are several choices and the kids are starved by then.  Then it’s pretty quiet on the way home.  

One last thing, kids get hungry and thirsty.  I asked all of my team to bring  large size of a  snack to share throughout the 2 days..  We always take 2 (34 bottle) packs of Costco Water.   We had lots of variety.  Summer O’Brien had a great idea.  Members of her team put together snack bags for each team member with granola bars, crackers/peanut butter, cookie packs, small bags of chips and an apple.  Each student has a cutely decorated bag of their own and then they always have something they can pull out an munch on whenever they are hungry.  

Well that is what I can think of for now.  I am also going to attach my list of booth needs.  Put together a booth supply box with everything in it.  It is really helpful if you set your complete booth up in your room with absolutely everything that is needed to run it.  Then you just pack it all up and you know you have everything you need.  There are no Office Max’s anywhere near the Convention Center.  

Hope this helps, please know you can reach me anytime.  My cell # is 805-895-4261.  It will be on from 1st thing November 30th, through the trade fair.  Please feel free to call me with any questions while you are there.  Jerry and I will have a booth during set-up hours and I am in the process of setting up a Q&A for our newer 1st-3rd year teachers with a panel of our best VE Vets.  It will be at 10:30-11:30 on trading day.  It will be in our booth on the trading floor or in the lobby.  I will send you a confirmation email prior to trade fair to let you know the details.  

Next Week:  I will be sending you details of a VE Vets/Newbees Q&A Session I am working on for the trade fair where you can come with your questions and get advice AND a really great and GRADABLE assignment your trade fair participants can accomplish during trade fair that will double as a terrific “debriefing tool’ when you all get back to class.

I am looking forward to meeting you.  Please feel free to spend as much time as you would like with Jerry and me while your kids are setting up their booth.  Any other questions?  I am right here.   Take care, Janet

